HEART  OF ICE                            129

hall, and before the procession reached the palace he had been
informed of its nature, and, supposing that it must be intended as
an insult, he ordered the gates to be closed. You may imagine the
fury of the Ambassador when, after all his pomp and pride, the King
absolutely and unaccountably refused to receive him. He raved
wildly both against King and people, and the cortege retired in
great confusion, jeered at and pelted with stones and mud by the
enraged crowd. It is needless to say that he left the country as
fast as horses could carry him, but not before he had declared
war, with the most terrible menaces, threatening to devastate the
country with fire and sword.

Some days after this disastrous embassy King Bayard sent
couriers to Prince Mannikin with a most friendly letter, offering
his services in any difficulty, and enquiring with the deepest interest
how he fared.

Mannikin at once replied, relating all that had happened since
they parted, not forgetting to mention the event which had just
involved Farda-Kinbras and Brandatimor in this deadly quarrel,
and he ended by entreating his faithful friend to despatch a few
thousands of his veteran spaniels to his assistance.

Neither the King, the Queen, nor the Princess could in the least
understand the amazing conduct of Brandatimor's Ambassador;
nevertheless the preparations for the war went forward briskly and
all the Princes who had not gone on towards the Ice Mountain
offered their services, at the same time demanding all the best
appointments in the King's army. Mannikin was one of the first
to volunteer, but he only asked to go as aide-de-camp to the Com-
mander-in-chief, who was a gallant soldier and celebrated for his
victories. As soon as the army could be got together it
was marched to the frontier, where it met the opposing force
headed by Brandatimor himself, who was full of fury, determined
to avenge the insult to his Ambassador and to possess himself of
the Princess Sabella. All the army of Farda-Kinbras could do,
being so heavily outnumbered, was to act upon the defensive, and
before long Mannikin won the esteem of the officers for his ability,
and of the soldiers for his courage, and ca^-e for their welfare, and
in all the skirmishes which he conducted he had the good fortune
to vanquish the enemy.

At last Brandatimor engaged the whole army in a terrific
conflict, and though the troops of Farda-Kinbras fought with
desperate courage, their general was killed, and they were defeated